SABOTAGE OF TREATIES

When I told him that Fritz Thyssen was the best-known German-
National Industrial, he laughed very heartily and said: "If they were
all like that, it would be much easier to come to an understanding."
He was much pleased at the news about Thyssen's political attitude,
and said that he could turn that to very good account in France.

GUSTAV STRESEMANN. Notes written on
17 Sept. 1926, immediately after the talk
with M. Briand was ended. Bibl., ibid.,
Vol. iii, pp. 17-26.

ON 7 October Stresemann made a detailed statement on Geneva and
Thoiry before the Foreign Committee of the Reichstag. He laid
stress on the fact that the special questions of a financial and economic
nature involved in the negotiations at Geneva and Thoiry could not
be discussed until the negotiations pending had reached a more con-
crete stage and so provided the necessary basis.

"... I refused to discuss Eastern questions or Colonial questions
at Thoiry. These things can only be carried forward step by step.
But when the time comes in which the Eastern questions are open to
debate in any form whatever, it must be clearly realised .in Germany
that this question can only be settled in conjunction with Frances
that the understanding with France is the first step that must be taken,
and that henceforward in the relations between the two nations and
Powers such an atmosphere must prevail as will make it possible to
deal with the more far-reaching matters at issue."

GUSTAV STRESEMANN.    Bibl., ibid., Vol. iii,
pp. 40-1.

IT is a weakness of the Germans that they so often do not recognise
greatness until the man who did the work is dead. When Bismarck
died it was a Socialist newspaper that wrote: "And though we have
had to exchange shots with him, we cannot but salute his greatness."

I know two pictures that best reproduce what was embodied in
that form, which seems gradually to be growing legendary. One is
by Lenbach. In those eyes under the great broad-brimmed hat there
seems to me something of Wotan. So I picture him, walking through
the Sachsenwald, pondering on his past life, and filled with anxiety for
the future.

. . . Fontane, in one of his poems, says that when, a thousand years
hence, people make their pilgrimage to .the Sachsenwald, and the
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